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Focus on Size. 
Form will follow.
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GO LINES and FINISH LINES can be valuable visual cues.  These cue children into the proper left to right progression when 
printing across the writing line.   
 
GO LINES mark the beginning of the writing lines.                    
They are found at the left side of the writing lines.                    
For children who mirror write, reverse letters                                                                                                                          
or confuse directionality in the formation of letters,                                                                                                                      
reference to the GO LINE offers them concrete                              
visible targets to which or from  which to aim.   
All writing should begin closest to the GO LINE                     
(i.e. either actually touching it or one spaghetti                            
space away) and continue forward from there.                           
In other words, the GO LINE is the starting point for                                                                                                                         
printing across the writing lines.   
 
FINISH LINES are the destination points.  A series of letters or words should always head toward the FINISH LINES.  Moving 
from the GO LINE toward the FINISH LINE is considered forward movement.  Movement in the direction of the FINISH LINE 
toward the GO LINE would be considered backward movement, in other words, back to the beginning.  But forward 
movement doesn’t just refer to completed letters or words.  Parts of letters may be drawn with forward letter line 
movement, while some components of letters may be drawn with backward movements. 
 
In turn, backward movement doesn’t necessarily mean that one must start at the far right side of the writing line.  Neither 
does forward movement mean that one has to be at the far left side.  As long as the pencil stroke is moving in the 
direction toward the FINISH LINE, it is considered a forward moving letter line.  If a pencil stroke is moving in the direction 
toward the GO LINE, it’s considered a backward moving letter line. 
 
For instance, when teaching lower case f, direct children to make a backward frown.  That would be a frown line that 
moves backwards toward the GO LINE, touching the top writing line in the process.  The last part of lower case g also 
moves backward, but as a smile.  The slant lines in upper and lower case k start with backward slant lines that stop, 
change directions and becomes forward slant lines.  Y starts with a forward slant and then is met by a backward slant.  
Lower case e starts as a forward lying down line, becomes a backwards frown, and eventually continues into a forward 
smile.  And so on. 
 
 

GO LINE FINISH LINE 

 

!➊
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WRITING LINE NAMES  (GO LINES and   FINISH LINES   , too) 
 
 
Nothing should be presumed when it comes to teaching children how to print.  Since many different names may have 
been mentioned before, it’s important to start with everyone using the same ones from here on.   
 
Begin by drawing the three lines as below on the board. 
 
 

 

 

 
   The top line will be called THE TOP LINE. 

   The dotted line will be called THE DOTTED LINE. 

   The bottom line will be called THE BOTTOM LINE. 

 
 
 
The special adapted paper used by The Size Matters Handwriting Program™ is purposefully designed with a thickened 
bottom line.  This is because stopping is often harder than starting.  The analogy is made that printing is like running in a 
race.  A starting point, like a starting block, is easy to stand still on, even if one is only standing still with a pencil tip. But 
stopping at the finish line without going beyond it is a different story.  Between momentum and insufficient pencil control, 
there is a strong tendency to go beyond it.     
 
A thickened bottom line gives the students more time and space to slow down the driving movement of the pencil and 
to accurately stop their strokes on the line itself.  This concession to physics (i.e. an object in motion tends to stay in 
motion) increases the chance a letter could be scored as STAR-WORTHY.  
 

  

Go! Finish!  

!

 7 
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Go! Finish!  

!

Go Lines & Finish  Lines  

!
!

Find 
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Letter Line Names➋

!

!

!

!

 There are  

5  
Upper Case letters 

that are  
Super C’s.

C GO SQ

 There are  

7  
Lower Case  

letters  
that  
are  

Super  
C’s.

a c d g  
o q s

➌



But
➌

...only
not

Starting Points  

!
!

""#!

TOUCH POINTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! !
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!  = Half-Smiles or Half-Frowns  
Starting Points reference placement in Letter Boxes.  L = Left corner; C = Center; R = Right corner 

LETTER BY LETTER - UPPER CASE 

LETTER SIZE 
# 

STANDING 
TALL 

# 
LYING 
DOWN 

# 
SLANT 

# 
SUPER 

C 

# 
SMILES / 
FROWNS 

# 
CLOCKS 

 

# TOUCHES 
WRITING  LETTER 
LINES      LINES     TOTAL 

STARTING 
POINT 

INITIAL 
TYPE OF 

LINE 

A 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Slant 
B 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 5 3 8 Top-L Standing 
C 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
D 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
E 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 9 3 12 Top-L Standing 
F 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 7 2 9 Top-L Standing 
G 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 0 4 Top-C Super C 
H 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-L Standing 
I 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Standing 
J 1 1 1 0 0 1 / 0 0 4 1 5 Top-C Standing 
K 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
L 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
M 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 6 1 7 Top-L Standing 
N 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
O 1 0 0 0 1 1! / 1! 0 3 1 4 Top-C Super C 
P 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
Q 1 0 0 1 1 1! / 1! 0 4 2 6 Top-C Super C 
R 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 5 2 7 Top-L Standing 
S 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
T 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Standing 
U 1 2 0 0 0 1 / 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
V 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Slant 
W 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 5 0 5 Top-L Slant 
X 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Slant 
Y 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Slant 
Z 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 4 0 4 Top-L Lying  

 

* 

** 
*** 

* G can also be made as a Super C into a forward half-Smile to the Dotted Line and then a Lying Down Line. 
** I can also be made without both Lying Down Lines. 

*** J can also be made without the Lying Down Line on the Top Line. 

!
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Touch Clarifications 
 

 Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =           Letter Line Touches   =   !! !
!

!
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A TOUCH IS A TOUCH IS A TOUCH 
 

Distinguishing between Letter Line and Writing Line Touches is largely an academic exercise.   
 

The important point to emphasize is that Touches must be present to score a letter Star-Worthy.   
Touches must be visible at the intersection of the Letter Lines and outermost Writing Lines.  Printed 
letters whose contours reach these lines indicates that the letter was made the correct size.  Note 
that Size Three letters only touch at the Dotted Line and descend into the Skip Space below. 
 

When Letter Lines do not connect properly, either by overshooting or undershooting another Letter 
Line, a letter may still earn a star for Size.  Remember, we score for Size.  Just the same, that letter 
would be underlined.  Underlining a letter denotes that it will be practiced again, via The Dice Game, 
so that not only is it made the right Size, but also the right way with all the other requisite touches. 
 

When working with students, itʼs suggested that the therapistʼs pen point make contact with the 
studentʼs pencil line at the exact juncture of the pencil mark and the Writing or Letter Lines.  At each 
juncture, using Upper Case K as an example and said in the order they were made, the following 
mantra is said out loud:  
 

“Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching!” 

Starting Points do not factor into the Total number of Touches.  They’re important because 
they indicate where a pencil point should be initially placed.  Green Starting arrows indicate 
the direction of the initial Letter Line.    

The Upper Case A on the 
left has 6 Writing Line 
Touches and 2 Letter Line 
Touch.   
 
The total number of 
Touches is 8. 
 
 

 

The full chart of 
Upper Case, Lower 
Case and Number 
Touches starts on 

page 207. 

!

 

TOUCHES !
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Touch Clarifications 
 

 Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =           Letter Line Touches   =   !! !
!
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!  = Half-Smiles or Half-Frowns  
Starting Points reference placement in Letter Boxes.  L = Left corner; C = Center; R = Right corner 

LETTER BY LETTER - UPPER CASE 

LETTER SIZE 
# 

STANDING 
TALL 

# 
LYING 
DOWN 

# 
SLANT 

# 
SUPER 

C 

# 
SMILES / 
FROWNS 

# 
CLOCKS 

 

# TOUCHES 
WRITING  LETTER 
LINES      LINES     TOTAL 

STARTING 
POINT 

INITIAL 
TYPE OF 

LINE 

A 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Slant 
B 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 5 3 8 Top-L Standing 
C 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
D 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
E 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 9 3 12 Top-L Standing 
F 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 7 2 9 Top-L Standing 
G 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 0 4 Top-C Super C 
H 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-L Standing 
I 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Standing 
J 1 1 1 0 0 1 / 0 0 4 1 5 Top-C Standing 
K 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
L 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
M 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 6 1 7 Top-L Standing 
N 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
O 1 0 0 0 1 1! / 1! 0 3 1 4 Top-C Super C 
P 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
Q 1 0 0 1 1 1! / 1! 0 4 2 6 Top-C Super C 
R 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 5 2 7 Top-L Standing 
S 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
T 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Standing 
U 1 2 0 0 0 1 / 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
V 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Slant 
W 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 5 0 5 Top-L Slant 
X 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Slant 
Y 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Slant 
Z 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 4 0 4 Top-L Lying  

 

* 

** 
*** 

* G can also be made as a Super C into a forward half-Smile to the Dotted Line and then a Lying Down Line. 
** I can also be made without both Lying Down Lines. 

*** J can also be made without the Lying Down Line on the Top Line. 

!
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A TOUCH IS A TOUCH IS A TOUCH 
 

Distinguishing between Letter Line and Writing Line Touches is largely an academic exercise.   
 

The important point to emphasize is that Touches must be present to score a letter Star-Worthy.   
Touches must be visible at the intersection of the Letter Lines and outermost Writing Lines.  Printed 
letters whose contours reach these lines indicates that the letter was made the correct size.  Note 
that Size Three letters only touch at the Dotted Line and descend into the Skip Space below. 
 

When Letter Lines do not connect properly, either by overshooting or undershooting another Letter 
Line, a letter may still earn a star for Size.  Remember, we score for Size.  Just the same, that letter 
would be underlined.  Underlining a letter denotes that it will be practiced again, via The Dice Game, 
so that not only is it made the right Size, but also the right way with all the other requisite touches. 
 

When working with students, itʼs suggested that the therapistʼs pen point make contact with the 
studentʼs pencil line at the exact juncture of the pencil mark and the Writing or Letter Lines.  At each 
juncture, using Upper Case K as an example and said in the order they were made, the following 
mantra is said out loud:  
 

“Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching!” 

Starting Points do not factor into the Total number of Touches.  They’re important because 
they indicate where a pencil point should be initially placed.  Green Starting arrows indicate 
the direction of the initial Letter Line.    

The Upper Case A on the 
left has 6 Writing Line 
Touches and 2 Letter Line 
Touch.   
 
The total number of 
Touches is 8. 
 
 

 

The full chart of 
Upper Case, Lower 
Case and Number 
Touches starts on 

page 207. 

!

 

TOUCHES !

 209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

Touch Clarifications 
 

 Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =           Letter Line Touches   =   !! !
!

!

!

 209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!

 209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!

 209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! ! !

Touch Clarifications 

 

 

 

 

Touch Clarifications 

                             Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =             Letter Line Touches   =  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

!

 

 

  

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

  

 

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

  

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! ! !

  

 
 

!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

  

 

!

➍
Initial Lines

10:45

  

Roll the dice.  Make your letters STAR-WORTHY!

Trace it.  Make it.  Critique your work.  Circle the best one.

HOW MANY                        ?

HOW MANY                        ?

!?

F

Mark the STARTING POINT with a        .  
Trace the initial line.  What kind is it ?

HOW MANY TOUCHES?   

What’s wrong?  Circle the mistakes.  Which one earns a STAR?

HOW MANY                        ?

What si
ze

 

is t
his 

lette
r?

SIZE ONE

ACTIVITY BOOK 1 - F E D 

Th
is

 s
to

ry
 e

n
d

s 
o

n
 p

a
g

e
 8

1
.

31

Th
is 

st
o

ry
 e

n
d

s 
o

n
 p

a
g

e
 1

01
.

V

SIZE ONE

Roll the dice.  Make your letters STAR-WORTHY!

Trace it.  Make it.  Critique your work.  Circle the best one.

HOW MANY                        ?

HOW MANY                        ?

!?

Mark the STARTING POINT with a        .  
Trace the initial line.  What kind is it ?

HOW MANY TOUCHES?   

What’s wrong?  Circle the mistakes.  Which one earns a STAR?

HOW MANY                        ?

What siz
e 

is th
is 

letter?

47 ACTIVITY BOOK 5 - VW
Th

is 
st

o
ry

 e
n

d
s 

o
n

 p
a

g
e

 1
04

.

SIZE ONE

Roll the dice.  Make your letters STAR-WORTHY!

Trace it.  Make it.  Critique your work.  Circle the best one.

HOW MANY                        ?

HOW MANY                        ?

!?

Mark the STARTING POINT with a        .  
Trace the initial line.  What kind is it ?

HOW MANY TOUCHES?   

What’s wrong?  Circle the mistakes.  Which one earns a STAR?

HOW MANY                        ?

Z

What siz
e 

is th
is 

letter?

 ACTIVITY BOOK 6 - X Y Z52

Th
is 

st
o

ry
 e

n
d

s 
o

n
 p

a
g

e
 1

06
.

SIZE ONE

Roll the dice.  Make your letters STAR-WORTHY!

Trace it.  Make it.  Critique your work.  Circle the best 

!?

Mark the STARTING POINT with a        .  
Trace the initial line.  What kind is it ?

HOW MANY TOUCHES?   

What’s wrong?  Circle the mistakes.  Which one earns a STAR?

HOW MANY                        ?

HOW MANY                        ?

HOW MANY                        ?

What siz
e 

is th
is 

letter?

   ACTIVITY BOOK 7 - C O Q G S 55

Initial Lines
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!  = Half-Smiles or Half-Frowns  
Starting Points reference placement in Letter Boxes.  L = Left corner; C = Center; R = Right corner 

LETTER BY LETTER - UPPER CASE 

LETTER SIZE 
# 

STANDING 
TALL 

# 
LYING 
DOWN 

# 
SLANT 

# 
SUPER 

C 

# 
SMILES / 
FROWNS 

# 
CLOCKS 

 

# TOUCHES 
WRITING  LETTER 
LINES      LINES     TOTAL 

STARTING 
POINT 

INITIAL 
TYPE OF 

LINE 

A 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Slant 
B 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 5 3 8 Top-L Standing 
C 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
D 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
E 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 9 3 12 Top-L Standing 
F 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 7 2 9 Top-L Standing 
G 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 0 4 Top-C Super C 
H 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-L Standing 
I 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Standing 
J 1 1 1 0 0 1 / 0 0 4 1 5 Top-C Standing 
K 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
L 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
M 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 6 1 7 Top-L Standing 
N 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
O 1 0 0 0 1 1! / 1! 0 3 1 4 Top-C Super C 
P 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
Q 1 0 0 1 1 1! / 1! 0 4 2 6 Top-C Super C 
R 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 5 2 7 Top-L Standing 
S 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
T 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Standing 
U 1 2 0 0 0 1 / 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
V 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Slant 
W 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 5 0 5 Top-L Slant 
X 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Slant 
Y 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Slant 
Z 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 4 0 4 Top-L Lying  

 

* 

** 
*** 

* G can also be made as a Super C into a forward half-Smile to the Dotted Line and then a Lying Down Line. 
** I can also be made without both Lying Down Lines. 

*** J can also be made without the Lying Down Line on the Top Line. 

!
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Touch Clarifications 
 

 Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =           Letter Line Touches   =   !! !
!

!

!

 209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!

 209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!

 209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

!

 

!

 

!

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!
 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

!

 

!

!
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! ! !

Touch Clarifications 

 

 

 

 

Touch Clarifications 

                             Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =             Letter Line Touches   =  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

!

 

 

  

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

  

 

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

  

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 
!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! ! !

 !!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! ! !

  

 
 

!!! !!! !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!! !

! ! ! ! ! !

  

 

!

 

A TOUCH IS A TOUCH IS A TOUCH 
 

Distinguishing between Letter Line and Writing Line Touches is largely an academic exercise.   
 

The important point to emphasize is that Touches must be present to score a letter Star-Worthy.   
Touches must be visible at the intersection of the Letter Lines and outermost Writing Lines.  Printed 
letters whose contours reach these lines indicates that the letter was made the correct size.  Note 
that Size Three letters only touch at the Dotted Line and descend into the Skip Space below. 
 

When Letter Lines do not connect properly, either by overshooting or undershooting another Letter 
Line, a letter may still earn a star for Size.  Remember, we score for Size.  Just the same, that letter 
would be underlined.  Underlining a letter denotes that it will be practiced again, via The Dice Game, 
so that not only is it made the right Size, but also the right way with all the other requisite touches. 
 

When working with students, itʼs suggested that the therapistʼs pen point make contact with the 
studentʼs pencil line at the exact juncture of the pencil mark and the Writing or Letter Lines.  At each 
juncture, using Upper Case K as an example and said in the order they were made, the following 
mantra is said out loud:  
 

“Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching!” 

Starting Points do not factor into the Total number of Touches.  They’re important because 
they indicate where a pencil point should be initially placed.  Green Starting arrows indicate 
the direction of the initial Letter Line.    

The Upper Case A on the 
left has 6 Writing Line 
Touches and 2 Letter Line 
Touch.   
 
The total number of 
Touches is 8. 
 
 

 

The full chart of 
Upper Case, Lower 
Case and Number 
Touches starts on 

page 207. 

!

 

TOUCHES !
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Touch Clarifications 
 

 Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =           Letter Line Touches   =   !! !
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!  = Half-Smiles or Half-Frowns  
Starting Points reference placement in Letter Boxes.  L = Left corner; C = Center; R = Right corner 

LETTER BY LETTER - UPPER CASE 

LETTER SIZE 
# 

STANDING 
TALL 

# 
LYING 
DOWN 

# 
SLANT 

# 
SUPER 

C 

# 
SMILES / 
FROWNS 

# 
CLOCKS 

 

# TOUCHES 
WRITING  LETTER 
LINES      LINES     TOTAL 

STARTING 
POINT 

INITIAL 
TYPE OF 

LINE 

A 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Slant 
B 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 5 3 8 Top-L Standing 
C 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
D 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
E 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 9 3 12 Top-L Standing 
F 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 7 2 9 Top-L Standing 
G 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 0 4 Top-C Super C 
H 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-L Standing 
I 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 6 2 8 Top-C Standing 
J 1 1 1 0 0 1 / 0 0 4 1 5 Top-C Standing 
K 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
L 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
M 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 6 1 7 Top-L Standing 
N 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Standing 
O 1 0 0 0 1 1! / 1! 0 3 1 4 Top-C Super C 
P 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 6 Top-L Standing 
Q 1 0 0 1 1 1! / 1! 0 4 2 6 Top-C Super C 
R 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 5 2 7 Top-L Standing 
S 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 2 Top-C Super C 
T 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Standing 
U 1 2 0 0 0 1 / 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Standing 
V 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 3 Top-L Slant 
W 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 5 0 5 Top-L Slant 
X 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 1 5 Top-L Slant 
Y 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 Top-L Slant 
Z 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 4 0 4 Top-L Lying  

 

* 

** 
*** 

* G can also be made as a Super C into a forward half-Smile to the Dotted Line and then a Lying Down Line. 
** I can also be made without both Lying Down Lines. 

*** J can also be made without the Lying Down Line on the Top Line. 
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Touch Clarifications 
 

 Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =           Letter Line Touches   =   !! !
!
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Touch Clarifications 

 

 

 

 

Touch Clarifications 

                             Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =             Letter Line Touches   =  
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A TOUCH IS A TOUCH IS A TOUCH 
 

Distinguishing between Letter Line and Writing Line Touches is largely an academic exercise.   
 

The important point to emphasize is that Touches must be present to score a letter Star-Worthy.   
Touches must be visible at the intersection of the Letter Lines and outermost Writing Lines.  Printed 
letters whose contours reach these lines indicates that the letter was made the correct size.  Note 
that Size Three letters only touch at the Dotted Line and descend into the Skip Space below. 
 

When Letter Lines do not connect properly, either by overshooting or undershooting another Letter 
Line, a letter may still earn a star for Size.  Remember, we score for Size.  Just the same, that letter 
would be underlined.  Underlining a letter denotes that it will be practiced again, via The Dice Game, 
so that not only is it made the right Size, but also the right way with all the other requisite touches. 
 

When working with students, itʼs suggested that the therapistʼs pen point make contact with the 
studentʼs pencil line at the exact juncture of the pencil mark and the Writing or Letter Lines.  At each 
juncture, using Upper Case K as an example and said in the order they were made, the following 
mantra is said out loud:  
 

“Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching, Touching!” 

Starting Points do not factor into the Total number of Touches.  They’re important because 
they indicate where a pencil point should be initially placed.  Green Starting arrows indicate 
the direction of the initial Letter Line.    

The Upper Case A on the 
left has 6 Writing Line 
Touches and 2 Letter Line 
Touch.   
 
The total number of 
Touches is 8. 
 
 

 

The full chart of 
Upper Case, Lower 
Case and Number 
Touches starts on 

page 207. 

!

 

TOUCHES !
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Touch Clarifications 
 

 Starting Point  =                 Writing Line Touches   =           Letter Line Touches   =   !! !
!

!

!
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➎

10:40

SIZE ONE RULE
• Have to        the TOP LINE. 
• Have to        the BOTTOM LINE.

• Can’t be higher than the TOP line. 
• Can’t be lower than the BOTTOM line. 
• Can’t float in the middle.

✍
✍

All Upper Case letters are Size One.

➏

10:45

Letters

! "#!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice printing Size One upper case letters using words 
commonly seen in all capitals. 
 

 
!

The Dice Game 
 
 

Integration within a classroom                                                          
is a perfect setup for introducing                                                                   
dice into the student’s practice.   

 
Share the strategy with the teacher.  Any letter already taught is 
fair game.   

 
After students finish a writing assignment, ask them to identify a 
letter or word on the page that could be better.   

 
Circle the letter or word.  Ask the student, “What size is this 
letter?”  Have them recite the Rules.  Next, ask, “How did you 
do?”  The Rules provide specific guidelines for scoring accuracy. 
 
Remind students about ‘Touching.’  Letter Lines must touch 
Writing Lines and other Letter Lines. 

 
Roll the dice and print that letter or word that number of times 
somewhere on the page—wherever there are unused lines.  

 
It’s suggested that the container of dice be placed in plain view  
at the front of the room.  Picking up the container, shaking it, 
and/or removing some dice is a subtle yet sure-fire way to be 
noticed by the children.    

 
Compound their anticipation by walking around the room while 
rolling dice audibly in your hand. 

  
Stop at random intervals.  Ask a child to 
critique a particular letter or word.  If the 
letters don’t follow the Rules, play The 
Dice Game! 

 
Students will quickly be reminded to 
think about Letter Size!     

 
 

!

 
In the higher grades, Size One Lower Case letters may also be 
identified at this time. 
 
Continue with Size Two and Size Three letters.  Teach the Rules.  
Print spelling and vocabulary words, scoring for size. 
 
Advise students that you will be periodically checking to see if 
they are properly making Size 1, 2 or 3 letters. 
 
Drop into the room every now and then, especially during 
writing lessons, to see if students are remembering and 
employing the Rules. 

 
!

!

STOP 
MEN 
WOMEN 
RESTROOM 
YIELD 
HOSPITAL 
ONE WAY 
EXIT 
DO NOT ENTER 
CAUTION 
PLAYGROUND 
NO SMOKING 
QUIET 
SCHOOL 
HOUSE FOR SALE 
NO TRESPASSING 
BIKE ROUTE 

SLOW 
DANGER 
CHILDREN AT PLAY 
BABY ON BOARD 
SPEED LIMIT 
RECYCLE 
DETOUR 
 
!



SIZE ONE Letters
more

 There are 7 Lower Case letters that are Size One.

moremoremoremore
LettersLettersLettersLetters

b  d  f  h  k  l  t

But not only ...

➏

SIZE TWO RULE
• Have to         the DOTTED LINE. 
• Have to         the BOTTOM LINE.

• Can’t be higher than the DOTTED line. 
• Can’t be lower than the BOTTOM line. 
• Can’t float in the middle.

✍
✍Letters

But not only ...

 There are 14 Size Two lower case letters.

a c e i m n o r s u v w x z

➏

2:45

SIZE THREE RULE
✍• Have to     the DOTTED line. 

• They have to go below the BOTTOM line.

g j p q y There are only 5!

• The belly has to touch the BOTTOM line.

Letters

But not only ...

➏

• Can’t go higher.  MUST go lower.



SEQUENCE of INSTRUCTION

SIZE THREE Lower Case letters

SIZE ONE Lower Case letters

SIZE TWO Lower Case letters

d f h k b l t

a c e i m n o r s u v w x z

g j p q y

SEQUENCE of INSTRUCTION

After individual letters… WORDS!
Introduce 3-4 letter grade level spelling and vocabulary

5-6 letter grade level spelling and vocabulary

7-10 letter grade level spelling and vocabulary

 22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCORING FOR SIZE 
 

Data collection is very easy using  
SMHP Stars. 

 

1. Count all the letters printed. 
2. Put that number in the denominator. 
3. Ask the student the size of each letter. 
4. After s/he correctly identifies the letter 

size, have the child recite the RULES on 
LETTER SIZES. 

5. Ask, “How did you do?” 
6. With the student’s attention directed 

toward the writing paper, point out all the 
Touches each letter has relative to the 
writing lines. 

7. Star each letter that is correctly touching 
the writing lines.  (See pg. 207–212) 

8. Add the stars. 
9. Underline letters that are either: 

a. The wrong size 
b. Made incorrectly 
c. Not touching other writing or 

letter lines correctly.   
10. Place that number in the numerator. 
11. Divide the numerator by the denominator 

to get a percentage. 
12. Track scores on the SMHP Progress 

Monitoring Form A.  (See pg. 188–191) 

 

“How did you do?” 
 

The Size Matters Handwriting Program is a dynamic one. 
It requires that students take an active role in the learning 

process, even to the point of scoring themselves. 
 

The ability to recognize one’s mistakes and successes 
promotes the consolidation of knowledge. 

 
When students critique their own printing even before a  

teacher or a peer, they begin to own the experience. 
 

That’s why students are first asked the above question.   
The follow-up, of course, is … 

 
“Is it Star-Worthy?  Why?  Why not?” 

4 
8 
 

=50% 
 

5 
13 =38% 

 

 Score for SIZE only.    

A PERFECT 
SCORE

✍Letter Lines must      the Writing Lines  
in all the right spots.   

3 letters all made the correct size earn 3 stars, for . . .  

Star-WorthyStar-WorthyStar-Worthy

A PERFECT 
SCORE

A PERFECT 
SCORE

A PERFECT 
SCORE

Exam
ple:

➐



THE DICE GAME!THE DICE GAME!

IF letters are NOT the correct size,  
       OR if they are the correct size                

               But NOT made the correct way,  

But . . .
➐

  it’s time to play . . .

 can determine INITIAL or REMEDIAL practice.DICE

If a child rolls   
    a 5 . . .                       

If a child  
 rolls a     
  1 . . . 

“But it had better be a good one!”

6 letters

2 stars
33%

for Letter SizeSCORING



➑ Spaghetti & Meatballs

Important 
contributor to 

legibility

SPACINGSPACING

10:55

• Don’t work on SPACE until you have 80% accuracy in SIZE.

Pr inting is   eas y.
!

!

1 0
 1 12

3

1 23 4 56 7 8 9 10 11

!

• Use yellow colored pencil lines to draw spaghetti

• Use red colored pencils to draw meatballs

Spaghetti & Meatballs

for Spacing

Spaghetti fits INSIDE words.   
They go between letters. 

There should only be room for one.

Meatball Spaces fit OUTSIDE words.    
They should all be the same size. 

Give a free one if students  
do not crowd the right margin. 

6
9

3
4

SCORING



Teach the concept 
first.

Hang the poster 
second.

Be sure to change 
the pencil colors.

Watch out 
for             

overzealous 
students!

10:55

During Handwriting Instruction Time

EMBED HANDWRITING

• Teach kids about Letter Lines and Letter Sizes.

Offer to teach a 20 minute SMHP lesson

• Ask students   
  to identify  
  letters with  
  different   
  Letter Lines.

Forward

Slant

Backward

Slant

• Bring out the 
Posters. 

• “Will this help?”

EMBED HANDWRITING



During Handwriting Instruction Time
• Can you think of any letters that follow that Rule?

• Are you going to tell me that ALL upper case  
  letters are SIZE ONE???

EMBED HANDWRITING

During Handwriting Instruction Time

11:05

EMBED HANDWRITING

During Handwriting Instruction Time

• Make a series of really bad letters 

• Children critique!

• Make a PERFECT LETTER.   

EMBED HANDWRITING
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• Ask kids to try it on the board.

• Self-Monitoring!  Peer Review!  

• Point out all the Touch Points.  Award STARS.

EMBED HANDWRITING

During Handwriting Instruction Time

During any writing activity

• Ask children, 

• Point to individual letters         
or words.

• Walk around with clicking  
  dice during writing 
  activities.  

“How did you do?”

 Push-In Collaboration#1 EMBED HANDWRITING

“Pick out a die that’s 
calling your name.”

Psst…  
Hey, Jude!

During any writing activity

EMBED HANDWRITING



• Sneak practice of single                      
  letters or words

• Then …
… at the bottom of the page,  
… the back of the page, or 
… another piece of paper… 

During any writing activity

EMBED HANDWRITING

During any writing activity

! "#$!

Mr. Brown is Upside Down 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Things look very different when they’re upside down.   Even printing. 
 
Try reading, for example.  A journal entry that is almost decipherable when 
right side up will look especially cryptic when its normal orientation is altered.    
 
Poor differentiation of spacing between words from the spacing of letters 
within words will make most written work unreadable.  Time is wasted trying  
to figure out where one word stops and the next begins. 
 
A quick trick to draw student’s attention to this problem is by returning the 
paper to the child upside down.   
 
Ask students to draw a red line wherever they see a large space.  The idea is 
to mark the spaces in between all the words.  Tell them to do so quickly using 
their first impressions as a guide.  (It’s not a test of their upside down reading 
skills!) 
 
 
 

!

Without the advantage of being able to 
reread their composition easily, the 
importance of spacing is reinforced.   
 
In the example on the right, you can see 
how hard it was for the child to decide 
where each word break was. 
 
Repeat this strategy whenever children hand 
in papers that look like each line of writing is 
one long word or a series of sprawling or 
randomly spaced ones. 
 

!

! "#$!

Mr. Brown is Upside Down 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Things look very different when they’re upside down.   Even printing. 
 
Try reading, for example.  A journal entry that is almost decipherable when 
right side up will look especially cryptic when its normal orientation is altered.    
 
Poor differentiation of spacing between words from the spacing of letters 
within words will make most written work unreadable.  Time is wasted trying  
to figure out where one word stops and the next begins. 
 
A quick trick to draw student’s attention to this problem is by returning the 
paper to the child upside down.   
 
Ask students to draw a red line wherever they see a large space.  The idea is 
to mark the spaces in between all the words.  Tell them to do so quickly using 
their first impressions as a guide.  (It’s not a test of their upside down reading 
skills!) 
 
 
 

!

Without the advantage of being able to 
reread their composition easily, the 
importance of spacing is reinforced.   
 
In the example on the right, you can see 
how hard it was for the child to decide 
where each word break was. 
 
Repeat this strategy whenever children hand 
in papers that look like each line of writing is 
one long word or a series of sprawling or 
randomly spaced ones. 
 

!

EMBED HANDWRITING

Space
:When   writing   on   the  

board,   teachers   should

place   Finger   Pointers 

between   words   to 

remind   students   to  

do   the   same.

EMBED HANDWRITING



!

3:10
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!
!
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Blotters  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Construction paper blotters can be personalized and made more 
meaningful by having the children make their own.   
 

1. First, have children select the color they would like to work on.  
Have them write their names on the back. 

2. Second, draw a ½” strip from top to bottom an inch from both the 
left and right edges of the paper.  The one on the left will be the GO 
LINE.  Children should color this strip green. 
[Note:  Precutting green paper strips can work.] 

3. Draw a checkerboard pattern on the strip on the right side.  This will 
be the FINISH LINE.  

4. If needed, mark every other square with a dot.  Instruct the children 
to color only in the dotted squares with a black sharpened colored 
pencil.  Color the remaining squares yellow. 

5. Blotters should be stored nearby so they can be pulled out before 
any writing task. 

 
 

One of the simplest accommodations available to teachers and children is the blotter. 
 

Blotters create a cushioned writing surface.  The benefit of cushioning the writing surface is that it slows                 
down the pencil much like how grass tennis courts slow down a lobbed tennis ball.   By slowing the moving                  
pencil point, the writer is given extra time to prepare for a directional change or for stopping exactly on the              
target line.  Plus, it enables writing to be experienced as a comfortable activity.  It is similar to the difference                
between running on cement in leather soles versus doing the same thing on a track in shock-absorbing running shoes. 

 

Originally, blotters were part of expensive desk ensembles onto which anyone from busy executives to conscientious homemakers 
would scroll their signatures and thank you notes.  In school, the same effect can be achieved using single sheets of construction 
paper.  To increase the appeal for the student who needs it most, a full pile of colored 12” X 18” construction paper can be made 
accessible on a window sill, bookshelf or cabinet countertop.   As children discover the benefits of working on a blotter, they may 
chose to get one before starting any writing assignment.   
 
!

Additional customization can be made by applying the SMHP desktop stickers.  The Super C or Letter Size stickers serve as near 
point reminders of correct letter formations and letter size.   
 
These should be placed in any of the corners… just not in the center.  Ask the student if and/or where s/he would like them.   
 
 
!

Color in Green. 

Color in Checkerboard.   

!

!

!

!

! !

EMBED HANDWRITING

During a Writing Lesson
• Use the top, middle and bottom chalkboard holders* to 

make Writing Lines on the board.

* Substitute Markers on White Boards

• Encourage teachers to print carefully                  
between the lines!

• Erase spots on the middle line to create a Dotted Line.

EMBED HANDWRITING



During any lesson

!
Provide 
teachers with 
adapted 
paper to 
scan and 
project onto 
Smart Boards

EMBED HANDWRITING

• Emphasizes vocabulary 
integral to the topic. 

During Science, Social Studies etc.

 192 

PROGRESS MONITORING 
 
SMHP     PROGRESS MONITORING   

 
 
Form B covers Steps 12-15.  These steps continue the sequence started in Form A and therefore begin numbering with Step 12 on 
through Step 15.    
 
Form B tracks competency in printing 2-4 word phrases using spelling and vocabulary words and containing up to 12 letters, to  
3–4 word phrases with up to 20 letters, to sentences generated by the teacher, sentences generated by the student and then 
independently written paragraphs.  Writing prompts from the student’s own classroom lessons, spelling or vocabulary words or 
Language Arts anthologies are recommended.  Form B also tracks accuracy in copying at different distances and in the amount  
of needed visual cueing.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

™ 

Scoring of Letter Size, Spacing and Copying is accomplished using the SMHP 
Progress Monitoring Form B Quick Scoring Guide.  Letter sizes and spacing are 
both scored as ratios of correct sizes or spaces over actual attempts.  In scoring 
size, the number of letters written is recorded in the denominator.  The number of 
correctly sized letters is written in the numerator.   
 
Spacing is scored by counting the number of potential spaghetti spaces (i.e. 
within words, also known as INSIDE spaces) and the number of potential Meatball 
spaces (i.e. between words, also known as OUTSIDE spaces).  Both totals would 
be recorded in the denominator in their respective trial column as either INSIDE 
or OUTSIDE scores.  Then, the number of single spaghetti spaces and equal, 
reasonably sized meatballs would be counted and recorded in the numerator.   
 
Criterion for success is 80% accuracy in both Size and Space—inside and out.   

Copying is quantified according to the optimum distance and amount of visual cuing needed for the child to be successful.  Under 
Types of Errors, the recorder should refer to the Quick Scoring Guide B at the top of the page. If a child requires a direct sample 
written on the same paper on a line above where h/she is to write, a notation of 1 is entered.  If the writing sample can be propped 
at the end of the desk, (e.g. near point), then a score of 2 is given.  A 3-5 foot distance is considered midpoint and would be noted 
as a 3 and a far point sample is one written on the board at 6-12 feet and should be noted as a 4.   
  

• Use wipe-off markers 
or crayons. 

• Cover the word with 
correctly colored 
magnets. 

• Great way to introduce 
new concepts.

EMBED HANDWRITING

Practice printing using vocabulary from... 

During Science, Social Studies etc.

3:15

EMBED HANDWRITING



• Graph new and old spelling and 
vocabulary words

During any Subject

show plow know how grown snowy    

 Push-In Collaboration

• Graph weekly new and old spelling and 
vocabulary words on the Magnetic 
Rectasquare Board

• Have children solve the puzzle each 
morning

• Assign the job of creating magnet words 
to different students

• Print correct answers either on the 
board, then covered up with magnets, or 
directly on top of the magnets once the 
puzzle is solved.

During Language Arts

#1

show   plow   know   how   grown   snowy    show   plow   know   how   grown   snowy show   plow   know   how   grown   snowy 

• Every AM, solve the puzzle

• Assign the job of creating 
magnet words to different 
students

• Print correct answers either on 
top or underneath.

EMBED HANDWRITING

Select graph paper with at least 1/4” rulings.

Draw a dark base lines and top lines with a ruler. (Dotted 
middle line is optional depending on graph paper.)

Use colored pencils to color rectangles and squares.  
Graph sentences.

“

During any Subject

EMBED HANDWRITING

• Issue appropriate adapted  
  paper 

• Graduate students up to a    
  higher grade paper once 
  they demonstrate >80%   
  accuracy in letter size 
 

Grade Rulings Skip 
Space

Pre-K 1 1/2” 1”
K  1” 5/8”
1st 3/4” 1/2”
2nd 1/2” 3/8”
3rd 3/8” 3/8”

This is a 
powerful 

motivator!

During any Subject

EMBED HANDWRITING



 

Ka AP-PS11a 

• Daily Lesson Plans

• Initial, Formative 
  and Summative 
  Data collection

• Strategies to do  
  before, during and  
  after a lesson

• Accommodations 
  and modifications

• Written Language  
  Production   
  Standards

Instruction Manual - for Teachers

Curriculum

For Kindergarten - Student Workbook

Curriculum



Teacher Manual 
• 10 Learning Activities  
  per page

• Annotated sample  
  pages

• Includes: 
  - Objectives 
  - Materials needed 
  - WLPS 
  - Optional warm-up, 
    accommodation   
    extension  
    activities

• Verbal directions plus 
  ‘Keep It Simple!’  
   prompts

Curriculum

! "#!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice printing Size One upper case letters using words 
commonly seen in all capitals. 
 

 
!

The Dice Game 
 
 

Integration within a classroom                                                          
is a perfect setup for introducing                                                                   
dice into the student’s practice.   

 
Share the strategy with the teacher.  Any letter already taught is 
fair game.   

 
After students finish a writing assignment, ask them to identify a 
letter or word on the page that could be better.   

 
Circle the letter or word.  Ask the student, “What size is this 
letter?”  Have them recite the Rules.  Next, ask, “How did you 
do?”  The Rules provide specific guidelines for scoring accuracy. 
 
Remind students about ‘Touching.’  Letter Lines must touch 
Writing Lines and other Letter Lines. 

 
Roll the dice and print that letter or word that number of times 
somewhere on the page—wherever there are unused lines.  

 
It’s suggested that the container of dice be placed in plain view  
at the front of the room.  Picking up the container, shaking it, 
and/or removing some dice is a subtle yet sure-fire way to be 
noticed by the children.    

 
Compound their anticipation by walking around the room while 
rolling dice audibly in your hand. 

  
Stop at random intervals.  Ask a child to 
critique a particular letter or word.  If the 
letters don’t follow the Rules, play The 
Dice Game! 

 
Students will quickly be reminded to 
think about Letter Size!     

 
 

!

 
In the higher grades, Size One Lower Case letters may also be 
identified at this time. 
 
Continue with Size Two and Size Three letters.  Teach the Rules.  
Print spelling and vocabulary words, scoring for size. 
 
Advise students that you will be periodically checking to see if 
they are properly making Size 1, 2 or 3 letters. 
 
Drop into the room every now and then, especially during 
writing lessons, to see if students are remembering and 
employing the Rules. 

 
!

!

STOP 
MEN 
WOMEN 
RESTROOM 
YIELD 
HOSPITAL 
ONE WAY 
EXIT 
DO NOT ENTER 
CAUTION 
PLAYGROUND 
NO SMOKING 
QUIET 
SCHOOL 
HOUSE FOR SALE 
NO TRESPASSING 
BIKE ROUTE 

SLOW 
DANGER 
CHILDREN AT PLAY 
BABY ON BOARD 
SPEED LIMIT 
RECYCLE 
DETOUR 
 
!

Aim for PERFECT SCORES for common capitalized words.  

For Grades K, 1, 2, 3 and higher

Move on after 80% accuracy.

Curriculum

Practice lower case letters, 
                  words,  
                    phrases and  
                     sentences 
  

 

For Grades K, 1, 2, 3 and higher

using vocabulary from…

Curriculum



        Handwriting Awareness into 
          ALL curricular lessons  
           ALL day 
        ALL the time 

Score letters  
taught ONLY

EM
BED ALL

ALL
ALL

 Push-In Collaboration#1 Curriculum

For all Grades
• Place a star above alphabet letters taught 
& practiced                                                    

• Remind children 
that they                                             
are accountable for 
the                                        
letters learned                                                   

• Review THE RULES!                                                  

Curriculum

Play with the Concepts

 Center Activity

Good time  
to

1. Dissect & Tally 
2. Directional Games 
3. Word Graphs 
4. Snowman 
5. Ransom Notes 
6. Letter Line Equations 
7. Letter Blocks



Identify the Letter Lines in student’s names.

B
Find words with each type of Letter Line 

O
DISSECT & TALLY

Count how many of each letter line are  
in a word or name.

 Center Activity

Introduce positional vocabulary that  
reflects movement...   

...toward the GO LINE (backward)

!

...toward the FINISH LINE (forward)

or

DIRECTIONAL GAMES

 Center Activity

! "#$!

Letter Blocks 
 

 
a.  
b.  

c.  
 
d.  
e.  
f.  

g.  

h.  
i.  
j.  
 
 
k.  
l.  
 

LETTER BLOCKS 
 

Materials 
       Rulers 
       Scissors 
       Envelopes 
       Vinyl placemats 
       Standard Sentence Strips 

 
 
!
Steps 

! Lay vinyl placemat on table. 
! Align ruler vertically alongside left edge of placemat.                                                                                                                                         

Mark with pencil every !” inches. 
! Align ruler vertically along right edge of placemat  

making similar marks every !” inches. 
! Carefully draw straight lines from one edge of placemat 

to the other. 
! Rotate placemat. 
! Align ruler along left edge making marks every !” for 4                                                                                                                                        

lines, then every 1 "” until the bottom of the placemat. 
! Align ruler along right edge of placemat making marks                                                                                                                           

every !” for 4 lines, then every 1 " “ until the bottom. 
! Carefully draw straight lines from one edge of placemat 

to the other. 
! Insert LETTER BLOCKS into an envelope. 

 
NOTE:  If using construction paper, it’s a good idea to laminate the grid once the lines are drawn.                                                                                              

Carefully cut out the small squares and rectangles. 
 
 

 
!

Play letter block games. 

1.  Copy phrases and sentences from Literacy, Science  
   or Social Studies texts onto adapted writing paper.

2.  Students can graph the phrases or sentences

For all Grades - 

3.  Select important facts, definitions or concepts

4.  Trade papers.

WORD GRAPHS

 Center Activity



SNOWMAN

 Center Activity

RANSOM NOTES
!

s t r i n g

w o o l Y

Cut and paste 
student printing 

samples.

STAR  
& 

SCOREllw o o l Y

1 
4

5 
6

2 
5

Play

 Center Activity

Make your own
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• Standing Tall Lines   

Ask children to stand up.  Point out how shoulders should be back, 

chests o
ut and heads up.  Teachers should assume a slouch 

posture.  “Am I a Standing Tall line?”  Caution children that when 

they make standing tall lines, they’d better be straight and strong! 

 

 

• Lying Down Lines   

For a playful interactive lesson, teachers could lay across desks, 

counters, th
e floor, etc.  Ask children what kind of line they think 

you are.  At one point, the teacher can curl into a ball.  “Am I still
  

a Lying Down Line?”  Emphasize that Lying Down Lines must also  

be straight, fla
t, horizontal and still. 

 

 

• Slant Lines   

Have all the children stand facing the wall.  Direct them to place 

their hands at shoulder height on the wall.  Ask the children to take 

a giant ste
p backwards.  Th

is would be a forward Slant Line.  Next 

have children turn around and stand with their backs against the 

wall.  Have them take a giant ste
p forward, keeping their head 

and shoulders against the wall.  Th
ey are now backwards Slant 

Lines.  Explain that some Slant Lines lean backwards toward the  

GO LINE and some lean forwards toward the FINISH LINE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If children print Standing Tall lines when they should be making of Slant Lines,  

use the analogy of a Sliding Board.  This image provides both tactile and kinesthetic cues.  

  
“How would you feel going down a Sliding Board that went straight to the ground?”    

“Ouch!  That would hurt!     

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
       

“What happened to that nice slow descent?” 
 

 

 

LETTER LINE 

NAMES 

 

AP-2G 

!
!

Find them!

LETTER LINE EQUATIONS

 Center Activity



Solve  
LETTER LINE EQUATIONS
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• Standing Tall Lines   
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chests out and heads up.  Teachers should assume a slouch 
posture.  “Am I a Standing Tall line?”  Caution children that when 
they make standing tall lines, they’d better be straight and strong! 

 
 

• Lying Down Lines   
For a playful interactive lesson, teachers could lay across desks, 
counters, the floor, etc.  Ask children what kind of line they think 
you are.  At one point, the teacher can curl into a ball.  “Am I still  
a Lying Down Line?”  Emphasize that Lying Down Lines must also  
be straight, flat, horizontal and still. 
 

 

• Slant Lines   
Have all the children stand facing the wall.  Direct them to place 
their hands at shoulder height on the wall.  Ask the children to take 
a giant step backwards.  This would be a forward Slant Line.  Next 
have children turn around and stand with their backs against the 
wall.  Have them take a giant step forward, keeping their head 
and shoulders against the wall.  They are now backwards Slant 
Lines.  Explain that some Slant Lines lean backwards toward the  
GO LINE and some lean forwards toward the FINISH LINE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If children print Standing Tall lines when they should be making of Slant Lines,  
use the analogy of a Sliding Board.  This image provides both tactile and kinesthetic cues.  
  
“How would you feel going down a Sliding Board that went straight to the ground?”    
“Ouch!  That would hurt!     
                                                                                        
“What happened to that nice slow descent?” 

 

 

 

LETTER LINE 
NAMES 
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be straight, flat, horizontal and still. 
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Have all the children stand facing the wall.  Direct them to place 
their hands at shoulder height on the wall.  Ask the children to take 
a giant step backwards.  This would be a forward Slant Line.  Next 
have children turn around and stand with their backs against the 
wall.  Have them take a giant step forward, keeping their head 
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If children print Standing Tall lines when they should be making of Slant Lines,  
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LETTER LINE 
NAMES 
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• Standing Tall Lines   
Ask children to stand up.  Point out how shoulders should be back, 
chests out and heads up.  Teachers should assume a slouch 
posture.  “Am I a Standing Tall line?”  Caution children that when 
they make standing tall lines, they’d better be straight and strong! 

 
 

• Lying Down Lines   
For a playful interactive lesson, teachers could lay across desks, 
counters, the floor, etc.  Ask children what kind of line they think 
you are.  At one point, the teacher can curl into a ball.  “Am I still  
a Lying Down Line?”  Emphasize that Lying Down Lines must also  
be straight, flat, horizontal and still. 
 

 

• Slant Lines   
Have all the children stand facing the wall.  Direct them to place 
their hands at shoulder height on the wall.  Ask the children to take 
a giant step backwards.  This would be a forward Slant Line.  Next 
have children turn around and stand with their backs against the 
wall.  Have them take a giant step forward, keeping their head 
and shoulders against the wall.  They are now backwards Slant 
Lines.  Explain that some Slant Lines lean backwards toward the  
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If children print Standing Tall lines when they should be making of Slant Lines,  
use the analogy of a Sliding Board.  This image provides both tactile and kinesthetic cues.  
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“Ouch!  That would hurt!     
                                                                                        
“What happened to that nice slow descent?” 

 

 

 

LETTER LINE 
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• Standing Tall Lines   
Ask children to stand up.  Point out how shoulders should be back, 
chests out and heads up.  Teachers should assume a slouch 
posture.  “Am I a Standing Tall line?”  Caution children that when 
they make standing tall lines, they’d better be straight and strong! 

 
 

• Lying Down Lines   
For a playful interactive lesson, teachers could lay across desks, 
counters, the floor, etc.  Ask children what kind of line they think 
you are.  At one point, the teacher can curl into a ball.  “Am I still  
a Lying Down Line?”  Emphasize that Lying Down Lines must also  
be straight, flat, horizontal and still. 
 

 

• Slant Lines   
Have all the children stand facing the wall.  Direct them to place 
their hands at shoulder height on the wall.  Ask the children to take 
a giant step backwards.  This would be a forward Slant Line.  Next 
have children turn around and stand with their backs against the 
wall.  Have them take a giant step forward, keeping their head 
and shoulders against the wall.  They are now backwards Slant 
Lines.  Explain that some Slant Lines lean backwards toward the  
GO LINE and some lean forwards toward the FINISH LINE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If children print Standing Tall lines when they should be making of Slant Lines,  
use the analogy of a Sliding Board.  This image provides both tactile and kinesthetic cues.  
  
“How would you feel going down a Sliding Board that went straight to the ground?”    
“Ouch!  That would hurt!     
                                                                                        
“What happened to that nice slow descent?” 

 

 

 

LETTER LINE 
NAMES 

+ + +

 Center Activity

!
!
!
!
!
!

1. Select one 12” X 18” sheet of construction paper. 
 

2. Using the ruler, draw 2 lines ½” apart from one long side 
to the opposite side, 2” from the left end. 

 
3. Color in green. 

 
4. Two inches from the right side, draw 2 lines ½” apart 

from one long side to the opposite side. 
 

5. Create a checkerboard.  Color in black and yellow. 

!

!
!
!
!
!
!

1. Take one sheet of Letter Line pictures. 
 

2. Cut them into individual pictures.  
 

3. Pair off into two teams.  Each team takes turns making a 
Letter Line Equation.  The opposing team guesses. 

 

4. Lay cards next to each other in order of formation. 
Form: 

  

!

Z  D  e  r  y 
G  n  H  A  b 
f  Q  g  X  w 
p  L  d  k  u 
a  J  M  v  s  

!
!
!
!
!
!

1. Select one each of a pink, yellow or blue foam card. 
 

  2. The PINK  cards are 3” X 4 ½”. 
3. Measure 1” marks across the top.  

You will make two vertical lines. 
4. Measure every ½” mark down each 

side. You will make 8 short 
horizontal lines. 

5. Cut. 
 

6. The YELLOW  cards 
are 1 ½” X 4 ½”. 

7. Measure ½” across the 
top and bottom. 
 

8. Draw lines.  You will have two lines. 
9. Measure every ½” down the sides.  Draw 

lines. 
10. Cut. 

 

11.    The BLUE  cards are 3” X 3”. 
12.    Measure 1” across the top and  
           bottom. 
13.     Draw lines.  You will have two lines. 
14.     Measure every ½” down the sides.    
           Draw lines.  You will make 5 lines. 
15.     Cut. 
!

!
!
!
!
!
!

1. Select a patterned sheet of paper. 
 

2. Fold into thirds with two of the thirds the same size, but 
the last third, shorter. 

 

3. Hole punch through the two equal-sized thirds.  Make 7-
8 holes on each side. 

 

4. Thread the string through the bottom hole on each side. 
 

5. Tie the string to itself. 
 

6. Sew a loop stitch to the top.  Tie the string to itself again 
to close. 

 

7. Attach a sentence strip to the back. 
  

!

1:15

 Center Activity
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Handwriting Clubs     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

!

Handwriting Clubs target legibility in friendly, competitive small groups.  They can  
be scheduled before, during or after school hours.  They can include multiple 
grade levels, too.  Students referred to Handwriting Clubs are typically not keeping 
up  with the writing demands within their classes.  The invitation to join may be part       
of a Response to Intervention initiative. 
 
The focus needs to be intensive, meaningful and success-insured. 
 
Towards that end, the following 21 step guideline is offered when creating and 
leading Handwriting Clubs. 

Teach Letter Size Rules starting with Size One letters.    
Discuss different Letter Lines, Starting Points and Directionality.

As the students to identify each letter that is a Size One letter.  Print the upper case letters on 
similar ruled paper.  Pay strict attention to touching the Writing Lines.  If writing on a board, be 
sure to first draw similar Writing Lines or use the Magnetic Rectasquare Wipe-off surface.  (If the 
children name lower case Size One letters at this time, suggest that you get back to them later.) 
Return to identifying all Size One upper case letters.

Teach Letter Size Rules starting with Size One letters.    
Discuss different Letter Lines, Starting Points and Directionality.

As the students to identify each letter that is a Size One letter.  Print the upper case letters on 
similar ruled paper.  Pay strict attention to touching the Writing Lines.  If writing on a board, be 
sure to first draw similar Writing Lines or use the Magnetic Rectasquare Wipe-off surface.  (If the 
children name lower case Size One letters at this time, suggest that you get back to them later.) 
Return to identifying all Size One upper case letters.

• 2-3 month membership

• Students enter on a    
  rotating basis

• ‘Seasoned members’  
   update new arrivals on   
   the Rules.

• Fill Clubs with students  
  of similar grades or  
  abilities

• Intense focus

1:50

Handwriting Club
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Handwriting Clubs     
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Handwriting Clubs target legibility in friendly, competitive small groups.  They can  
be scheduled before, during or after school hours.  They can include multiple 
grade levels, too.  Students referred to Handwriting Clubs are typically not keeping 
up  with the writing demands within their classes.  The invitation to join may be part       
of a Response to Intervention initiative. 
 
The focus needs to be intensive, meaningful and success-insured. 
 
Towards that end, the following 21 step guideline is offered when creating and 
leading Handwriting Clubs. 

Teach Letter Size Rules starting with Size One letters.    
Discuss different Letter Lines, Starting Points and Directionality.

As the students to identify each letter that is a Size One letter.  Print the upper case letters on 
similar ruled paper.  Pay strict attention to touching the Writing Lines.  If writing on a board, be 
sure to first draw similar Writing Lines or use the Magnetic Rectasquare Wipe-off surface.  (If the 
children name lower case Size One letters at this time, suggest that you get back to them later.) 
Return to identifying all Size One upper case letters.

Teach Letter Size Rules starting with Size One letters.    
Discuss different Letter Lines, Starting Points and Directionality.

As the students to identify each letter that is a Size One letter.  Print the upper case letters on 
similar ruled paper.  Pay strict attention to touching the Writing Lines.  If writing on a board, be 
sure to first draw similar Writing Lines or use the Magnetic Rectasquare Wipe-off surface.  (If the 
children name lower case Size One letters at this time, suggest that you get back to them later.) 
Return to identifying all Size One upper case letters.

Start each session selecting 
dice, paper, writing surfaces 
(e.g. slant boards), blotters, 
chairs, etc.

!
!

101!

Blotters  

 
PROBLEM:  Laminate desktops are smooth and hard.    T

hat makes them easy to clean.   But that also makes them unforgiving for 

students w
ith tentative pencil control.  Like a fast ra

cetrack, a pencil skips out fro
m underneath. 

 
SOLUTION:  Th

e Blotter! 

 
By creating a writing surface that ‘gives’, a

 student’s p
encil movements are slowed so s/he can start and stop on the Writing Lines.  

Sometimes, placing a sheet of construction paper under a student’s w
riting paper is e

nough to do the tric
k.  A composite of randomly 

interwoven fibers, c
onstruction paper’s so

ft fe
el serves to absorb extraneous pressure.   

 
One of the benefits o

f construction paper is t
hat it is

 inexpensive, even to the point of being disposable.  If i
t crumbles or tears w

hen 

stored inside a desk, it c
an be reissued anew as needed.  Children may have color preferences.  Th

ey may even find them handy for 

doodling, writing spelling words or fig
uring out their th

oughts.  (
It is b

etter than writing on their desks!)  A
fter a writing assignment is 

completed, they can be collected and stored on a windowsill o
r shelf.  T

eachers can distrib
ute them again before the next lesson. 

 
Blotters can also be made using thick vinyl wallpaper cut into 12” X 18” rectangles.  Th

e ‘wrong’ sid
e is a

 textured surface while the 

‘right’ sid
e is a

 terrific
 vinyl wipe-off one.  Th

is is 
a more durable option and is re

sista
nt to tearing or creasing.  Te

achers can assist 
the 

students in
 drawing GO LINES and FINISH LINES on the textured side to remind children of the correct directionality of letter formations 

and the left to
 right progression of writing on a page.  Th

is sid
e should be face up when printing.  Th

e vinyl sid
e is id

eal for crafts a
nd 

glue.  It c
an also be drawn with Writing Lines and used in conjunction with Letter Blocks.  (S

ee page 110)  Th
e colored rectangles and 

squares should fit e
xactly between the writing lines.  W

ith dry eraser markers or wipe-off crayons, stu
dents practice graphing and 

printing letters th
e correct size

. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!

!

!
!
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Blotters  

 
PROBLEM:  Laminate desktops are smooth and hard.    T

hat makes them easy to clean.   But that also makes them unforgiving for 

students w
ith tentative pencil control.  Like a fast ra

ce track, a pencil skips out fro
m underneath. 

 
SOLUTION:  Th

e Blotter! 

 
By creating a writing surface that ‘gives’, a

 student’s p
encil movements are slowed so s/he can start and stop on the Writing Lines.  

Sometimes, placing a sheet of construction paper under a student’s w
riting paper is e

nough to do the tric
k.  A composite of randomly 

interwoven fibers, c
onstruction paper’s so

ft fe
el serves to absorb extraneous pressure.   

 
One of the benefits o

f construction paper is t
hat it is

 inexpensive, even to the point of being disposable.  If i
t crumbles or tears w

hen 

stored inside a desk, it c
an be reissued anew as needed.  Children may have color preferences.  Th

ey may even find them handy for 

doodling, writing their sp
elling words or fig

uring out their th
oughts.  (

It is b
etter than on their desks!)  A

fter a writing assignment is 

completed, they can be collected and stored on the windowsill o
r shelf.  T

eachers can distrib
ute them again before the next 

language arts le
sson. 

 
Blotters can also be made using thick vinyl wallpaper cut into 12” X 18” rectangles.  Th

e ‘wrong’ sid
e is a

 textured surface while the 

‘right’ sid
e is a

 terrific
 vinyl wipe-off one.  Th

is is 
a more durable option and is re

sista
nt to tearing or creasing.  Te

achers can assist 
the 

students in
 drawing GO LINES and FINISH LINES on the textured side to remind children of the correct directionality of letters fo

rmations 

and the left to
 right progression of writing on a page.  Th

is sid
e should be face up when printing.  Th

e vinyl sid
e is id

eal for crafts a
nd 

glue.  It c
an also be measured with Writing Lines and used in conjunction with Letter Blocks.  (S

ee page   colored rectangles and 

squares fit 
exactly between the writing lines.  W

ith dry eraser markers, st
udents can practice printing letters th

e correct size
. 
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Ball chairs and sitting discs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!

 
For children who are sensory seekers, moving their bodies as well as their arms 
and hands may be a requisite companion to alertness.  Consequently, the 
expectation to limit their movements to only hand fidgets or the dexterous 
manipulations required in printing may be unrealistic.   
 
Research is increasingly supportive of the effect of disc seats and ball chairs 
on handwriting.   Observations of the child at work during therapy sessions 
may determine the child’s receptiveness, appropriateness and benefit of a 
ball or sitting disc in the classroom. 
 
Therapists should expect a period of adjustment and acclimation as the 
student tests out the potential of the ball chair.  Excessive bouncing and 
wobbliness may be observed initially, but this playfulness should diminish in 
short order as the child begins to work. 
 
!It also doesn’t hurt to read kids the riot act.   
 

“If this disc or ball chair helps you to do your work, it’s our pleasure to give it to you.  If it becomes a distraction  
or a hindrance to you or those around you, we’ll have to assume that it’s not the right tool.”  

!
Consultation with the teacher and monitoring of the student is needed to insure proper use and ongoing benefit.   
!

NOTE:   
Discretion is advised when issuing ball chairs or seat discs.   

Even though Balls and Discs are puncture-resistant, they are not puncture proof.  Children should not be given inflatable classroom 
accommodations if they are overly impulsive, easily frustrated and/or likely to take out their aggressions with their pencil points. 

!

Pullout sessions are also a good time to trial alternative seating.   
 
These can be needed accommodations for children who have difficulty maintaining stillness at their current desk/chair 
arrangements.   
!

Handwriting Club

• Review previous letters
• Use vocabulary/spelling words

• Have members score each other                      
 

!

!!!

PEER 
MENTORS

Handwriting Club

Song and Dance

The RULES

Handwriting Club



Fading out the Middle Dotted Line

Handwriting Club

 Inform teachers of practiced and mastered 
letters so students  
are held accountable

If Alphabet strips are on classroom desks,  
HIGHLIGHT letters  

practiced and mastered.
HIGHLIGHT

Handwriting Club

P
R
O
M
O
T
E

G
R
A
D
U
A
T
E

Handwriting Club



Tier 3

5-15%

 Flexible.  Yearlong 
Preventive and Proactive 

School-wide. Within the classroom 
Evidence and Research-based strategies 

 Enables screening of all students in all settings

Tier 1 80-90%

Rapid Response  
Targeted Interventions  

Frequent Progress Monitoring  
Small Groups (3-5) at risk students  

Research-based programs & procedures

Tier 2

INDIVIDUAL 
INTERVENTION

1-5%

Assessment-based 
Diagnostic. High Intensity 

Weekly Progress Monitoring 
Sustained & Durable Procedures

11:45

Response to Intervention

TEACH 
The RULES

 40 

Pg. 26 SIZE ONE  Count how many Size One lower case letters there are.   
 LOWER CASE                   Ask the students if they can figure out which one is also a Super C letter.   
 

• Trace the Super C shape around the lower case d. 
• Look at the second row of letters.  
• Read each letter, one at a time. 
• Ask if it follows all the rules for Size One letters. 
• Which ones earn a star? 
• Repeat with the remaining letters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pg. 27 SIZE TWO  Read the rules to the child.  Name all of the Size Two lower case letters. Count 
 LOWER CASE how many there are.  Write the number 14 in the box. 
  
 
Pg. 28 SIZE THREE  Read the rules.  Name all the Size Three letters.  Count how many there are.   
 LOWER CASE Write 5 in the box.   
 
 

SIZE 1 RULE 
 

Touch the Top Line. 
Touch the Bottom Line. 

Can’t go higher than the top. 
Can’t go lower than the bottom. 

Can’t float in the middle. 

SIZE 3 RULE 
 

Touch the Dotted Line. 
Go below the Bottom Line. 

Can’t go higher than the dotted line. 
(Size 3 letters are the same size  

as Size 1 letters.) 
 

SIZE 2 RULE 
 

Touch the Dotted Line. 
Touch the Bottom Line. 

Can’t go higher than the Dotted Line. 
Can’t go lower than the Bottom Line. 

Can’t float in the middle. 

Touch the Dotted Line
Go below the Bottom Line

Can’t go higher
MUST go lower

And if they have a belly, it must sit 
on the Bottom Line.

Touch the Dotted Line
Go below the Bottom Line

Can’t go higher
MUST go lower

And if they have a belly, it must sit 
on the Bottom Line.

Response to Intervention

Tier 1 CONCEPTS & STRATEGIES:  

Teaching Teachers the Key Concepts, 
especially: 
   Letter Lines 
   Starting Points 
   The RULES 
   Stars 
   Spaghetti and Meatballs   

Running Handwriting Clubs  
Hanging informational posters in                 
  the halls 
Leaving the Master Guide in every                   
  copy room or office 

Response to Intervention



MATERIALS: Adapted Writing Paper  

• Show child 
different adapted 
paper. Ask him/her 
to pick the one on 
which s/he would be 
most successful.

Tier 1

• Provide the classrooms with different grade 
levels of adapted  
writing paper.

Response to Intervention

IF child is struggling . . . 

 LETTER BOXES

  Provide a blotter

One Long Letterbox

- Textured background 
- Thick bottom lines 
- Dotted middle lines 
- Top lines

Individual Letterboxes

Response to Intervention

MATERIALS: 
The Dice 
Game

Posters

The 
Magnetic 
Rectasquare 
Board

Alphatrangle

Master 
Guide

Response to Intervention



STRATEGY AND MATERIALS: 
Sharing the SMHP research

3:30

Response to Intervention

Tier 2

The Rules  
Counting Touches 
Earning Stars 
Spaghetti and Meatballs 
Graduating to higher grade-level paper   

.

Peer Review 
Self-critiquing 
Tracking their scores 
Push-in collaboration 

Home Programs 

CONCEPTS & STRATEGIES:  

Response to Intervention

Tier 2

.

CONCEPTS & STRATEGIES:  

Center Activities 
  Using Letter Blocks to build words 
  Graph Paper-Draw pink, yellow and  
    blue letterboxes 
Push-in Collaboration 
  Simon Says 
  Project adapted paper onto           
    Smart Boards 

  Draw Writing Lines on the board

Response to Intervention



Tier 2

.

MATERIALS:  Alphatrangle

The Dice Game

Adaptive Writing Paper

STUDENT:

SCHOOL BUS

Student Workbook
SIZE  MAT TE RS  H AN DWR I TI N G  PROGRAM

TM

www.realOTsolutions.com

Student Workbook cover.indd   1 2/9/11   4:50 PM

Student 
Workbook

Journal Books

Master Guide

Response to Intervention

MATERIALS: 

Point  
of  
View  
Survey

SIZE	MATTERS	HANDWRITING	PROGRAM
		

POINT	OF	VIEW	SURVEY	-	Main	Form	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Direc&ons	for	Adm
inistering	to	Stude

nts:		Distribute	ind
ividual	Student	PO

VS	forms	to	each	student.	
	Ask	them	to	write	their	nam

e,	grade,	teacher	a
nd	today’s	date	on

	the	top	line.		Place
	the	PICTURE	

SCORECARD	in	the
	front	of	the	room

	so	everyone	can	s
ee	it.		Read	each		S

-statement	3	&mes	inser&ng	the	KE
Y	phrases	in	the	m

iddle	or	end	of	eac
h	sentence.			As	yo

u	read,	point	to	th
e	face	on	the	

PICTURE	SCORECA
RD	that	correspon

ds	to	the	phrases.	
	Repeat	and	point	

again,	if	necessary
.		Instruct	the	Stud

ents	to	mark	or	color	the	Sa
d,	Neutral	or	Happ

y	face	in	the	colum
n	matching	their	answ

er.

1	
☺	

A-Usually	
B-Yes/True	

C-No	problem	
D-No	help	
E-Never

2	
"	

A-Some&mes	

B-Don’t	Know	

C-Some	difficulty	

D-A	liRle	help	

E-Some&mes

3	
#	

A-Rarely/Never	

B-No/False	

C-A	really	hard	&m
e	

D-A	lot	of	help		

E-OTen/Frequentl
y

MATCHES	

Check	the	number	of	

matches	in	each	colu
mn.

1	

☺
2	

"
3	

#
No		

Match

1 	S:		I	can					(A)					re
ad	what	I	w

rite.		

	T/E:		I	can	
				(A)					read	what

	the	studen
t	writes.

A S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

2 		S:		My	teacher	h
as					(C)					figuring

	out	what	s
ome	of	my	le=ers	ar

e.		

		T/E:		I	hav
e					(C)					figuring	o

ut	what	so
me	of	his/he

r	le=ers	are
.

C S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

3 		S:		My	classmates	can				
	(A)					read	what	I	

write.	

		T/E:		His/h
er	classmates	are					

(A)					able	to	read	
	his/her	wr

iAng.	

A S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

4 		S:		My	prinAng		
			(A)				looks	like	m

y	classmates’	prinA
ng.	

		T/E:		This	
student’s	p

rinAng					(A)				look
s	comparable	to	

that	of	his	
classmates.	

A S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

5 		S:		I	have	
				(C)					prinAng	wi

thout	erasi
ng	or	smudging	my	paper.			

		T/E:		This	
student	ha

s					(C)					prinAng	w
ithout	eras

ing	or	smudging.

C S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

6 		S:		I	have	
				(C)					compleAng	my	work	on	A

me.	

		T/E:		This	
student	ha

s					(C)				compleAng	his/
her	work	o

n	Ame.

C S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

7 		S:		I	need	
				(D)					coming	up	with

	ideas	for	m
y	Journals,

	Daily	Edits
,	etc.	

		T/E:		This	
student	ne

eds					(D)					coming	up	with
	ideas	for	h

is/her	wriA
ng	work.

D S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

8 		S:		WriAng	is					(A)				fun
	and	easy.	

		T/E:			WriAng	seem
s					(A)				fun	and	e

asy	for	this
	student.

A S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

9 		S:		When	asked	
to	make	my	final	copy

	look	be=er
,	I	know	wh

at	to	do.			

		T/E:		When	asked	
to	make	a	final	

copy	look	b
e=er,	s/he	

knows	wha
t	to	do.

B S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

10 		S:		My	teacher	t
aught	me	how	to	m

ake	each	le
=er	and	wh

ere	to	start
	them.	

		T/E:		I’ve	t
aught	this	

student	ho
w	to	make	each	le

=er	and	wh
ere	to	start

	them.
B S							T							E

S							T							E
S							T							E

11 		S:		I	know
	the	correc

t	sizes	to	m
ake	my	le=ers.	

		T/E:		I’ve	t
aught	this	

student	ab
out	le=er	s

ize	differen
ces.

B S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

12 		S:		I	pracA
ce	my	handwriA

ng	in	class.
	

		T/E:		I’ve	p
rovided	ple

nty	of	hand
wriAng	pra

cAce	to	the
	class.

B S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

13 		S:		My	pencil	line
s	are					(E)					very	d

ark	and	he
avy.	

		T/E:		Stud
ent’s	penci

l	lines	are		
			(E)					very	dark	a

nd	heavy.

E S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

14 		S:		My	chair	and
	desk	are	th

e	right	heig
ht	for	me.	

		T/E:		Stud
ent’s	chair	

and	desk	se
em	to	be	the	r

ight	height
	for	him.

B S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

15 		S:		My	hand					(E)					get
s	Ared	whe

n	I’m	wriAng.	

		T/E:		Stud
ent					(E)					complains	that

	his	hand	is
	Ared	when

	s/he	write
s.

E S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

16 		S:		When	copyin
g	from	the	board	

or	a	rough	
draM,	I	nee

d		(D)		.								

	T/E:		Stude
nt	needs				

(D)				when	copying
	from	the	board	

or	a	rough	
draM.

D S							T							E
S							T							E

S							T							E

KE
Y

Direc&ons	for	Teac
hers:		Record	stud

ent’s	name,	grade	and	your	
name.		Record	the	date

	this	POVS	is	

completed	on	T-Date.		
Read	each	of	the	1

6	T/E	statements	inser&ng	the	
KEY	Phrase	A,	B,	C

,	D	or	E	in	the	

blank	or	at	the	end
	of	the	statement.		Circle	the	T	in

	the	column	corresponding	to
	the	phrase	that	be

st	

describes	this	stud
ent	in	each	statem

ent.	

Direc&ons	for	Eval
uators:		ATer	obse

rving	this	child	in	c
lass	during	a	wri&n

g	assignment,	complete	the	

POVS	based	on	yo
ur	impressions.		Record

	the	date	in	E-Date
.		Circle	the	E	in	the

	column	of	the	Key	

Phrase	correspond
ing	with	your	answ

ers.

Scoring:		Transfer	s
tudent	responses	

to	this	form.		Record	the	date	
taken	in	S-Date.		

COLUMN	TOTALS:		Add	S,	
T	and	E	in	each	col

umn.		Record	the	TOT
ALS	in	the	boRom	row.			

ROW	TOTALS:		Place	a	✓
 in	the	Sad,	Neutral	or	Ha

ppy	column	where	Student	a
nd	Teacher	agree.	

MATCHES:			✓NO	MATCH	if	Student	and	Teac
her	disagree.		

TO
TA

LS

NAME:		_____________
_______________

_______________
_____	

GRADE:	________
_		TEACHER:	_____

_______________
_______________

_____		

S-DATE:	____________ 	T-DATE:	____________  E-DATE:	___________

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

HANDWRITING PROGRAM 

POINT OF VIEW  SURVEY 
 INSTRUCTION  MANUAL 
 
 

Beverly H. Moskowitz, DOT, MS OTR/L FAOTA 
 

 

Effective.  Efficient.  Affordable.  Fun. 

POINT	OF	VIEW	SURVEY		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 													CHILDREN’S	SCORECARD	

	
	
_____________________________________________				____________				______________________________				_____/____/_____	

Child’s	Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					Grade	 																			Teacher’s	Name	 	 	 				Date	

	

	
☺ 	

" 	
# 	

1	 ☺ 	
" 	

# 	
2	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

3	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

4	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

5	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

6	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

7	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

8	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

9	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

10	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

11	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

12	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

13	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

14	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

15	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

16	 ☺ 	

" 	

# 	

	

!

!!!! !!

A - Usually

B - Yes


C - No Problem

D - No Help (I’m independent!)


E - Never

A - Sometimes

B - Don’t Know


C - Some Difficulty

D - A Little Help

E - Sometimes

A - Rarely/Never

B - No/False


C - A Really Hard Time

D - A lot of Help


E - Often/Frequently

!!!

SIZE MATTERS HANDWRITING PROGRAM
PICTURE SCORECARD


TM

tEFFECTIVE EFFICIENT AFFORDABLEt t FU

!!

!!!

This	side	faces	the	student.

Response to Intervention

STRATEGY AND MATERIALS: 
Sharing the SMHP research

Response to Intervention



Tier 3

Learning to Critique - Desktop tracking  
  chart 
Star-Worthy Letters  
Score Size, then Space  
THE RULES!!! 

Pullout 1-1 direct service 
Push-in 1-1 support 
Teacher collaboration 
Aide and parent training 
Customized worksheets 
Optimized work space

CONCEPTS & STRATEGIES:  

Response to Intervention

Get a Baseline       
 Ask leading questions.  Allow time for printing changes.

• Would you like an Alphatrangle?

1.  Print their name

2.  Print upper & lower case alphabet

3.  Print numbers 0-9

• Where are you going to start?

• Do you know what                                          
 size to make your                                   
 letters?

 TASK

Tier 3 CONCEPTS & STRATEGIES:  

Response to Intervention

PRINTING AND WRITING COMPETENCY INTAKE

# Letters in name printed the correct SIZE

# Upper case letters printed the correct SIZE

# Letters in name printed

# Size 1 lower case letters printed the correct SIZE

# Upper case letters printed

# Size 1 lower case letters printed

Response to Intervention



# Size 3 letters printed the correct SIZE

# Size 2 lower case letters printed the correct SIZE

# Numbers printed the correct SIZE

# Size 2 lower case letters printed

# Size 3 letters printed

# Numbers printed

PRINTING AND WRITING COMPETENCY INTAKE

Response to Intervention

Tier 3 MATERIALS:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HANDWRITING PROGRAM 

Beverly H. Moskowitz, DOT, MS OTR/L FAOTA 
  

PRINTING 
and 

WRITING  
COMPETENCY 

INTAKE 
 
 

INSTRUCTION  
MANUAL 

Effective. Efficient. Affordable. Fun.   




 

COPYING PROMPT BOOKLET

PRINTING and WRITING 
COMPETENCY


INTAKE

HANDWRITING PROGRAM 

PRINTING CUTTING DRAWING and MORE

C.		Pr
inGng

	and	C
opyin

g		

This	se
c8on	s

hould	
only	b

e	adm
inister

ed	to	s
tudent

s	whos
e	class

room	expec
ta8ons

	includ
e	copy

ing	or	
recopy

ing	the
ir	own

	work,
	textbo

ok	wor
ds/sen

tences
/parag

raphs	
or	teac

her’s	w
ri8ng	f

rom	the	bo
ard.	

Direc8
ons:		A

sk	the	
studen

t	to	co
py	the

	words
	and	p

hrases
	below

	onto	t
heir	pr

eferre
d	pape

r	choic
e.		Plac

e	the	p
rompt	card

s	as	di
rected

.	
	

	
	

	
	

A

B

C

D
E

F

G

H

I

J

PROM
PT

WORD/
PHRA

SE	

(Note:
		Stude

nt	sho
uld	wr

ite	

Upper
	or	low

er	case
,		

as	belo
w)

PLAC
EMENT

STRUC
TURE

#	

LETTER
S

#	

ACCUR
ATE	

LETTER
		

SIZES

%	

LETTE
R		

SIZE	

ACCU
RACY

	

(E)	x	F
	=	G

#	

correc
tly	cop

ied	

le^ers
	

(No	ca
se	

subs8t
u8ons

,	

omissions
,	or	

revers
als)

%	

ACCU
RACY

	

IN		

COPY
ING	

(E)	x	H
	=	I

SPAC
ING	

#	

LETTE
RS	

TOUC
HING

#		

SPAG
HETT

I	

SPAC
ES	

#	

MEATBA
LL	

SPAC
ES

1
slithy 

Tove

Direc
t	Cop

y.	

Place	p
rompt	dire

ctly	on
	paper

,			

above
	stude

nt’s	wr
i8ng	li

nes.

Lines
10	
(10)

2
Jabbe

rwock
Direc

t	Cop
y.	

Place	p
rompt	dire

ctly	on
	paper

,	

above
	stude

nt’s	wr
i8ng	li

nes.

No		
lines

10	
(10)

3
manxom

e foe
Near	

Point
	copy

.	

Prop	p
rompt	on	f

ar	side
	of	stu

dent’s
	

desk.

Lines	
10	
(10)

4
galumphing

Near	
Point

	copy
.	

Prop	p
rompt	on	f

ar	side
	of	stu

dent’s
	

desk.

No		
lines	

10	
(10)

5

Glorious
 


Nonsens
e quiz

Midpoi
nt	cop

y.	

Place	p
rompt	eye

	level,	
directl

y	in	

front	o
f	stude

nt,	3-5
’	away

.

Lines
20	
(5)

6
His Vorp

al 


sword in
 hand

Midpoi
nt	cop

y.	

Place	p
rompt	eye

	level,	
directl

y	in	

front	o
f	stude

nt,	3-5
’	away

.

No		
lines

20	
(5)

7
O frabj

ous da
y!  

Calloo
h!  Ca

llay!

Far	po
int	co

py.	

Place	p
rompt	on	w

all	6-8
’	from	

studen
t,	15”	

above
	eye	le

vel.

No		
lines

25	
(4)	

8

8

9

9

17

15

23

1

1

2

4

4

Scorin
g	Copy

ing:			W
hen	sc

oring	S
IZE,	re

fer	to	S
IZE	M

ATTER
S	ALP

HABE
T.			Ad

d	all	le
^ers	m

ade	th
e	corre

ct	size
,	even	

if	the	w
rong	c

ase.		P
lace	th

at	num
ber	in	

colum
n	F.		N

ext,	co
unt	all

	le^ers
	copied

	and	ca
sed	co

rrectly
.		Place

	that	

number	in	
colum

n	H.			P
ercen

tage	A
ccura

cy	in	
LETTE

R	SIZE
	is	calc

ulated
	by	mul8ply

ing	the
	number	in	

parent
heses	

in	E	by
	the	nu

mber	of	
accura

tely	siz
ed	le^

ers.		Fo
r	exam

ple,	(E
)	x	F	=

	G.				P
ercen

tage	A
ccura

cy	in	
COPY

ING	is	

calcula
ted	by

	mul8ply
ing	the

	number	in	
parent

heses	
in	E	by

	the	nu
mber	of	

accura
tely	co

pied	le
^ers.		

For	exa
mple,	(E

)	x	H	
=	I.		Sp

acing	e
rrors	a

re	note
d	by	w

hether
	the	le

^ers/w
ords	to

uch,	an
d	the	c

onsiste
ncy	of

	SPAGH
ETTI	SP

ACE	

and	M
EATBA

LL	SPA
CE.			To

	score	
SPAGH

ETTI	SP
ACES,	

draw	y
ellow	l

ines	be
tween

	le^ers
.		Coun

t	and	w
rite	th

e	num
ber	of	

single	
SPAGH

ETTI	in
	the	nu

merator.
		To	sco

re	MEATBA
LL	SPA

CES,	d
raw	re

d	circle
s	betw

een	w
ords.		

Count	
and	

write	t
he	num

ber	of	
MEATBA

LLS	(sa
me	sized

)	in	nu
merator.

	

D.		W
RITIN

G	SAM
PLES	

			(Nex
t	page

)											
											

											
											

											
											

											
											

											
											

											
			

Direc8
ons:		C

ollect	
wri8ng

	samples	fr
om	classw

ork.		L
ighter	

shade	
tasks	(

e.g.	1,
	2,	3,	&

	4)	invo
lve	obs

erving
	the	ch

ild	in	c
lass.		T

asks	5,
	6	&	7	

are	co
mpleted

	during
	the	OT

	evalua
8on.		R

ecord	
finding

s	on	ne
xt	pag

e.	

Time	Task
s	5,	6	&

	7.*		C
ircle	la

st	le^e
r	at	60

	secon
ds.**	R

ecord	
Total	8

me.		Le^
er	per	

minute	(
LPM)	=	#	le

^ers/6
0	seco

nds.		W
ords	p

er	minute	(
WPM)	=	LPM

	÷	5.	

SCORE
	SIZE:		

#	le^e
rs	COR

RECT	S
IZE	/	#

	le^ers
	printe

d.		Sco
re	INSI

DE	SPA
CE	(S-S

PAGHE
TTI):		#

	Spagh
eo	/	#	To

tal	Spa
gheo	Space

s.		OUT
SIDE	S

PACE	(
M-MEATBA

LL):		#	
Meatbal

ls	/	#	T
otal	M

eatbal
l	Space

s.	

										K
EY::		D

EGREE
	OF	IN

DEPEN
DENCE

	 1	=	Ca
nnot	d

o	(Dem
onstra

ted	Ind
epend

ence	<
	10%	o

f	the	8
me)	

	
	 	

	
	

2	=	Sig
nifican

t	Assis
tance	

neede
d	(Dem

onstra
ted	Ind

epend
ence	2

5%	of	
the	8m

e)	

	
	 	

	
	

3	=	Em
erging

	skill	(D
emonstra

ted	Ind
epend

ence	5
0%	of	

the	8m
e)	

	
	 	

	
	

4	=	Fre
quentl

y	(Dem
onstra

ted	Ind
epend

ence	7
5%)	of

	the	8m
e)	

	
	 	

	
	

5	=	Co
mpetent

	(Demonstra
ted	Ind

epend
ence	>

90%	o
f	the	8

me)	

1.		Reason
	for	Refer

ral.		Inclu
de	Source

	and	POV
S	Results.

		

2.		Educa8
onal	class

ifica8on	a
nd	other	

related	se
rvices.

3.		What	are	th
e	wri8ng	

demands	of	th
e	grade?

4.		How	lo
ng	has	th

e	child	ha
d	an	IEP?

		Iden8fy	
OT	goals.

5.		What	materials/s
upports	a

re	presen
t	in	the	cl

assroom?			

						What	is	wor
king?		What	was	t

ried	in	th
e	past?

6.		Ask	te
acher	to	s

hare	his/h
er	experie

nce,	opin
ion,					

					comfort	and	s
uccesses	

with		han
dwri8ng	i

nstruc8on
.

SIZE	MATTERS	H
ANDWRITING	PR

OGRAM	 			 	 NAME:		______
________

________
________

________
________

___	

PRINTING
	and	WRITING	CO

MPETENCY
	INTAKE	

	 	 	 	 GRADE:	_
________

		AGE:	___
_______	

		SEX:___
______			I

EP?				YES
						NO					

504										
																	

														

	 																	
																	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 DATE:	____
______	TE

ACHER:	___
________

________
________

 

PERFORM
ANCE	SKI

LLS	and	P
ATTERNS

	 	

1.		What	perce
ntage	of	t

he	child’s
	prin8ng	i

s	legible?
<10%

25%
50%

75%
>90%

Note:

2.		What	suppo
rt	is	need

ed	to	be	s
uccessful

?

1-1	physic
al	

assistance
Gestural	c

ues
Verbal	Pr

omp8ng
Visual	Cu

es
None

Note:

3.		What	accom
moda8ons	

are	availa
ble?

Adapted	
Desk	

needs

Slanted	w
ri8ng	

surface

Adap8ve	
wri8ng	

tools
Adap8ve	

Paper
Blo^er

Note:

4.			Does	
the	child	

advocate
	for	his/h

er	needs?
Never

Some8mes,	o_en	
	

Inapprop
riate.

Frequent
ly	but	

inapprop
riate

Usually	A
ppropriat

e Consisten
tly	or	

Appropria
tely	

Note:

5.		The	pr
imary	means	of	w

ri^en	com
munica8on

	is:
Assis8ve	

Technolog
y

Drawing
	Prin8ng

Keyboard
ing

Cursive
Note:

6.		What	are	th
e	primary	areas

	of	difficulty?
Le^ers	ar

e	not	

recogniza
ble

Speed	

Too	slow	
		Too	fast

Le^er	Siz
e	

inconsiste
ncy

Spacing	in
side	

words

Spacing	

between	
words

Note:

7.		How	d
oes	stude

nt’s	work
	compare	to	p

eers?
Well	below

	peers
Somewhat	be

low	

peers

Comparable	to
	

peers

Somewhat	be
^er	

than	peer
s

Well	above	
peers

Note:

8.		At	whi
ch	distanc

e	can	the
	child	cop

y	accurate
ly?

Can	not	c
opy	

accuratel
y	at	all

Direct	Lin
e

Near	poin
t	

reference
Mid-point

Far	point
Note:

Circle	all	t
hat	apply

.		Add	not
es.

Ask	the	st
udent:	“W

hat	are	yo
ur	best	qu

ali1es?”	“
What’s	your

	favorite	t
hing	to	do

	in	school
?”		“How	

do	you	so
lve	proble

ms	or	challe
nges?”		”T

ell	me	about	a
	fun	exper

ience.”		“H
ave	you	e

ver	had	th
erapy	for	

handwri1
ng	before

?”

Printing and Writing 
Competency  
INTAKE

3:45

Response to Intervention

Tier 3 MATERIALS:  

Activity Books

       SMHP PROGRESS MONITORING Name:  _________________________________________ Grade:  ______ Teacher:  ______________________________ 

QUICK SCORING GUIDE CODE   FORM C   Individual Education Goals 

A-Amount of Prompt/Assist B-Type of Prompt C-Quality of Task Completion D-Carryover 

E 

1-Continuous (90-100% of the time) 
2-Frequent (75% of the time) 3-Occasionally (50% of the time) 4-Intermittently (25% of the time) 5-Independently (<10% of the time) 

1-Physical 2-Gestural 3-Visual 
4-Verbal 
5-Written or None 

1-Very poor (not recognizable) 2- Poor (illegible, irregular) 3-Fair (emerging skills) 4-Good (developing competence) 5-Very Good (comparable to peers) 

1-None 
2-Minimal (<25%) 3-Emerging (50%) 4-Frequently (75%) 5-Regularly 

1- 
2- 
3- 
4- 
5-  

DIRECTIONS:   Record Goals.  Write observations, accommodations, plans, etc. in Note section.  Date treatment.  Use Score Guide to code performance and participation. 

Create individual Rubric-E with 1 as lowest achievement.  Grade up to 5 as the highest. 

 

# GOAL 

Notes 

   Date 
 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 
 
 

       SMHP PROGRESS MONITORING Name:  _________________________________________ Grade:  ______ Teacher:  ______________________________ 

QUICK SCORING GUIDE CODE   FORM C   Individual Education Goals 

A-Amount of Prompt/Assist B-Type of Prompt C-Quality of Task Completion D-Carryover 

E 

1-Continuous (90-100% of the time) 
2-Frequent (75% of the time) 3-Occasionally (50% of the time) 4-Intermittently (25% of the time) 5-Independently (<10% of the time) 

1-Physical 2-Gestural 3-Visual 
4-Verbal 
5-Written or None 

1-Very poor (not recognizable) 2- Poor (illegible, irregular) 3-Fair (emerging skills) 4-Good (developing competence) 5-Very Good (comparable to peers) 

1-None 
2-Minimal (<25%) 3-Emerging (50%) 4-Frequently (75%) 5-Regularly 

1- 
2- 
3- 
4- 
5-  

DIRECTIONS:   Record Goals.  Write observations, accommodations, plans, etc. in Note section.  Date treatment.  Use Score Guide to code performance and participation. 

Create individual Rubric-E with 1 as lowest achievement.  Grade up to 5 as the highest. 

 

# GOAL 

Notes 

   Date 
 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

Two-sided form (pages one and two-front and back are the same)

SM Monitoring Form C.indd   2

4/11/11   12:09 AM

       SMHP PROGRESS MONITORING Name:  __________________________________________ Grade:  ______ Teacher:  _____________________________ 

QUICK SCORING GUDE CODE   FORM B   COPY DISTANCE AND VISUAL CUES   Steps 12 – 15 

1 
2 

3 
4 

A 
B 

C 

Direct Line Copy        Sample is written on student�s paper.  Student copies below. 

Near Point Copy    Sample is on the desk in front of student. 
Midpoint Copy Sample is placed 3-5 feet away. 

Far point Copy       Writing sample is 6-12 feet away. 
Lined Visual Sample           Sample is written on lines so student can model exact letter size. 

Unlined Sample            Sample is written on unlined paper. 
No visual model            Dictation or Independent work is legible and the correct size. 

 

DIRECTIONS:   Size Accuracy is scored by adding the number of letters printed and dividing them by the number of correctly sized letters. 

Inside Space Accuracy is scored  by counting the number of spaces inside the words and dividing by the number of single spaghetti lines drawn. Use yellow lines. 

Outside Space Accuracy is scored by counting the number of spaces between words and dividing by the number of meatball spaces that are the same size.  Use red circles. 

Scoring Guide Code B for Copying Distance  (1, 2, 3, 4) and Visual Cues (a, b, c). Size and Space 

ST
EP

  
SPECIFICS 

Criterion for Success 
Initial 
Date 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e Quick Reference  Scoring Guide Code B 

Pa
pe

r 
Ch

oi
ce

 

12 Phrases         2 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

13 Phrases  3-4 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

14 Sentences Teacher/Therapist generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Self-Generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

15 Paragraph Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

PAPER CHOICE:    A- Rectangle boxes;    B- Kindergarten ruled;    C- 1st grade ruled;    D- 2nd grade adapted;   E- 3rd grade adapted;   F- Regular ruled 

 

 

       SMHP PROGRESS MONITORING Name:  __________________________________________ Grade:  ______ Teacher:  ______________________________ 

QUICK SCORING GUDE CODE   FORM B   COPY DISTANCE AND VISUAL CUES   Steps 12 – 15 

1 
2 

3 
4 

A 
B 

C 

Direct Line Copy        Sample is written on student�s paper.  Student copies below. 

Near Point Copy    Sample is on the desk in front of student. 
Midpoint Copy Sample is placed 3-5 feet away. 

Far point Copy       Writing sample is 6-12 feet away. 
Lined Visual Sample           Sample is written on lines so student can model exact letter size. 

Unlined Sample            Sample is written on unlined paper. 
No visual model            Dictation or Independent work is legible and the correct size. 

 

DIRECTIONS:   Size Accuracy is scored by adding the number of letters printed and dividing them by the number of correctly sized letters. 

Inside Space Accuracy is scored  by counting the number of spaces inside the words and dividing by the number of single spaghetti lines drawn. Use yellow lines. 

Outside Space Accuracy is scored by counting the number of spaces between words and dividing by the number of meatball spaces that are the same size.  Use red circles. 

Scoring Guide Code B for Copying Distance  (1, 2, 3, 4) and Visual Cues (a, b, c). Size and Space 

ST
EP

  
SPECIFICS 

Criterion for Success 
Initial 
Date 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e Quick Reference  Scoring Guide Code B 

Pa
pe

r 
Ch

oi
ce

 

12 Phrases         2 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

13 Phrases  3-4 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

14 Sentences Teacher/Therapist generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Self-Generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

15 Paragraph Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

PAPER CHOICE:    A- Rectangle boxes;    B- Kindergarten ruled;    C- 1st grade ruled;    D- 2nd grade adapted;   E- 3rd grade adapted;   F- Regular ruled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       SMHP PROGRESS MONITORING Name:  __________________________________________ Grade:  ______ Teacher:  _____________________________ 

QUICK SCORING GUDE CODE   FORM B   COPY DISTANCE AND VISUAL CUES   Steps 12 – 15 

1 
2 

3 
4 

A 
B 

C 

Direct Line Copy        Sample is written on student�s paper.  Student copies below. 

Near Point Copy    Sample is on the desk in front of student. 
Midpoint Copy Sample is placed 3-5 feet away. 

Far point Copy       Writing sample is 6-12 feet away. 
Lined Visual Sample           Sample is written on lines so student can model exact letter size. 

Unlined Sample            Sample is written on unlined paper. 
No visual model            Dictation or Independent work is legible and the correct size. 

 

DIRECTIONS:   Size Accuracy is scored by adding the number of letters printed and dividing them by the number of correctly sized letters. 

Inside Space Accuracy is scored  by counting the number of spaces inside the words and dividing by the number of single spaghetti lines drawn. Use yellow lines. 

Outside Space Accuracy is scored by counting the number of spaces between words and dividing by the number of meatball spaces that are the same size.  Use red circles. 

Scoring Guide Code B for Copying Distance  (1, 2, 3, 4) and Visual Cues (a, b, c). Size and Space 

ST
EP

  
SPECIFICS 

Criterion for Success 
Initial 
Date 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e Quick Reference  Scoring Guide Code B 

Pa
pe

r 
Ch

oi
ce

 

12 Phrases         2 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

13 Phrases  3-4 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

14 Sentences Teacher/Therapist generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Self-Generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

15 Paragraph Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

PAPER CHOICE:    A- Rectangle boxes;    B- Kindergarten ruled;    C- 1st grade ruled;    D- 2nd grade adapted;   E- 3rd grade adapted;   F- Regular ruled 

 

 

       SMHP PROGRESS MONITORING Name:  __________________________________________ Grade:  ______ Teacher:  ______________________________ 

QUICK SCORING GUDE CODE   FORM B   COPY DISTANCE AND VISUAL CUES   Steps 12 – 15 

1 
2 

3 
4 

A 
B 

C 

Direct Line Copy        Sample is written on student�s paper.  Student copies below. 

Near Point Copy    Sample is on the desk in front of student. 
Midpoint Copy Sample is placed 3-5 feet away. 

Far point Copy       Writing sample is 6-12 feet away. 
Lined Visual Sample           Sample is written on lines so student can model exact letter size. 

Unlined Sample            Sample is written on unlined paper. 
No visual model            Dictation or Independent work is legible and the correct size. 

 

DIRECTIONS:   Size Accuracy is scored by adding the number of letters printed and dividing them by the number of correctly sized letters. 

Inside Space Accuracy is scored  by counting the number of spaces inside the words and dividing by the number of single spaghetti lines drawn. Use yellow lines. 

Outside Space Accuracy is scored by counting the number of spaces between words and dividing by the number of meatball spaces that are the same size.  Use red circles. 

Scoring Guide Code B for Copying Distance  (1, 2, 3, 4) and Visual Cues (a, b, c). Size and Space 

ST
EP

  
SPECIFICS 

Criterion for Success 
Initial 
Date 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e 

Si
ze

 

In
si

de
 

Sp
ac

e 

O
ut

si
de

 
Sp

ac
e Quick Reference  Scoring Guide Code B 

Pa
pe

r 
Ch

oi
ce

 

12 Phrases         2 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 12 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

13 Phrases  3-4 words 
Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 

accuracy 
               

  Spelling/vocabulary   < 20 letters 80% 
accuracy 

               

14 Sentences Teacher/Therapist generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Self-Generated 80% 
accuracy 

               

15 Paragraph Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

  Independent Writing 80% 
accuracy 

               

PAPER CHOICE:    A- Rectangle boxes;    B- Kindergarten ruled;    C- 1st grade ruled;    D- 2nd grade adapted;   E- 3rd grade adapted;   F- Regular ruled 
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       SMHP PROGRESS MONITORING Name:  ________________________________________ Grade:  ______ Teacher:  ______________________________ 

QUICK SCORING GUIDE CODE – FORM A   TYPES OF ERRORS   Steps 1-11 

1 - SIZE 2 - SHAPE 3 - SPACE 4 – SLANT 5 - DIRECTION 6 - OMISSION 7 - RECALL 8 - CASE 9 - LINE USE 10-REVERSALS 

DIRECTIONS:   In Trial Box, record # letters written correctly sized divided by the # letters written altogether.  Once a child has 3 success responses over 4 consecutive attempts, 

advance to the next level.  Use Quick Reference Scoring Guide Code A  to note types of errors. 

STEP SPECIFICS 
Criterion 

for 
Success 

Dates 

Trial Boxes 

Types of Errors       

Code A 

Paper 
Choice 

1 
Upper Case-

Size One 
A B C D E F 

FEDPBR 
5/6               

2 
Upper Case-

Size One 
G H I J K L M 

NMHKLUV 
6/7               

3 
Upper Case-

Size One 
N O P Q R S 

WXYZCO 
5/6 

              

4 
Upper Case-

Size One 
T U V W X Y Z 

QSGAITJ 
6/7 

              

5 
Lower Case 

Size One 
b d f h k l t 6/7               

6 Size Two a c e i m n o 6/7               

7 Size Two r s u v w x z 6/7               

8 Size Three g j p q y 4/5               

9 
Words          

3-4 letters 
Combination Size 

1, 2 & 3 
80%               

10 
Words           

5-6 letters 
Combination Size 

1, 2 & 3 
80%               

11 
Words           

7-10 letters 
Combination Size 

1, 2 & 3 
80%               

PAPER CHOICE:    A- Letter boxes;    B- Kindergarten ruled;    C- 1st grade ruled;    D- 2nd grade adapted;   E- 3rd grade adapted;   F- Regular ruled 
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